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at a decision: and, on the twenty-fifth of April 1493, ac-
companied by an armed cavalcade of Sforza and Cesarini
for the ocular instruction of Colonna and Orsini, the Holi-
ness of the Pope proceeded through Rome to the Venetian
church of San Marco, on Piazza Venezia, where He cere-
monially published the Bull of League between the Papacy,
the duchies of Milan, Mantua, and Ferrara, and the Re-
publics of Venice and Siena; after which, the river-port of
Rome at Ostia being in His enemies' hands, He began to
fortify the land-port of Rome at Civita Vecchia, by way of
giving effect to His warlike proclamation.
At this call of check, Cardinal Giuliano della Rovere
howled aloud for a General Council to depose the Lord
Alexander P.P. VI; and Don Alonso de Aragona, Duke
of Calabria, wanted immediately to unite with Don Piero
dej Medici and the Signoria of Florence, and, aided by the
Colonna of Paliano and Marino and the Orsini of Gravina
and Bracciano, to assault Rome from the outer side, while
Colonna -f Orsini, who were in the city, engaged in similar
diversions. But King Don Ferrando was too sly. He had
yet another piece to play. He knew, and none knew better,
that the territories of the Holy See during a long course of
centuries had been distributed among pontifical relatives
and favourites; that, at present, the States of the Church
were smaller than an ordinary duchy; and he had heard of
the Lord Alexander P.P. VI as a singularly affectionate
father, devoted to His children's interests. Wherefore the
Majesty of Naples conceived, and with absolute correct-
ness, that the Pope's Holiness intended, by hook or by
crook, by diplomacy, by marriages, or by war, to recover
the possessions of the Papacy, and to use them to promote
the fortunes of His family. Secondly, King Don Ferrando
I knew France to be Milan's northern neighbour; and he
saw the exceeding possibility of an alliance between the
usurping Regent, Don Ludovico Maria Sforza-Visconti,
and the Christian King Charles VIII of France; a combi-